Year 5/6 Recommended Reading List
Here is a list of some of our favourite books for your child to read at home.
Happy reading!
Beetle Boy – M.G. Leonard
Darkus can't believe his eyes when a huge insect drops out of the trouser
leg of his horrible new neighbour. It's a giant beetle - and it seems to
want to communicate. But how can a boy be friends with a beetle? And
what does a beetle have to do with the disappearance of his dad and
the arrival of Lucretia Cutter, with her taste for creepy jewellery?
High Rise Mystery – Sharna Jackson
After finding their community art teacher murdered on their tower block
estate (‘The Tri’), sisters Nik and Norva are determined to solve this
terrible crime. The first whodunnit in a new mystery series by Sharna
Jackson.

Mr Stink – David Walliams
A funny, entertaining read, Chloe makes friends with Mr Stink, the local
tramp. Yes, he smells a bit. But when it looks like he might be driven out
of town, Chloe decides to hide him in the garden shed. Now Chloe's got
to make sure no one finds out her secret. And speaking of secrets, there
just might be more to Mr Stink than meets the eye… or the nose.
Alex Rider – Anthony Horowitz
In the first book in the number one bestselling Alex Rider series by
Anthony Horowitz, fourteen-year-old Alex is forcibly recruited into MI6.
Armed with secret gadgets, he is sent to investigate Herod Sayle, a man
who is offering state-of-the-art Stormbreaker computers to every school
in the country. But the teenage spy soon finds himself in mortal danger.

The Girl who Stole an Elephant - Nizrana Farook
Chaya, a no-nonsense, outspoken hero, leads her friends and a gorgeous
elephant on a noisy, fraught, joyous adventure through the jungle where
revolution is stirring and leeches lurk. Will stealing the queen's jewels be
the beginning or the end of everything for the intrepid gang?

Precy Jackson – Rick Riordan
The first book in the series about a normal kid, going to school,
playing basketball, skateboarding. The usual. Until he accidentally
vaporized his maths teacher. Now he spends my time battling
monsters and generally trying to stay alive.

Robot Girl – Malorie Blackman
Claire is keen to find out what her dad has been working on in
his lab. He's been really excited about it and Claire knows it must
be something that will make him even more famous.

Black Powder – Ally Sherrick
England, 1605. 12-year-old Tom must save his father from hanging.
He falls in with a mysterious stranger - the Falcon - who promises
to help him in exchange for his service. But on the long journey to
London, Tom discovers the Falcon's true mission - and a plot to
blow up Parliament with barrels of black powder.
The Goldfish Boy – Lisa Thompson
Twelve-year-old Matthew is trapped in his bedroom by crippling
OCD, spending most of his time staring out of his window as the
inhabitants of Chestnut Close go about their business. Until the day
he is the last person to see his next-door neighbour's toddler, Teddy,
before he goes missing. Matthew must turn detective and unravel the
mystery of Teddy's disappearance.

The Infinite – Patience Agbab
An adventure story where Elle's adventure becomes more than a race
through time. She must fight to save the world as she knows it before it ceases to exist.

When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit – Judith Kerr
This semi-autobiographical and unforgettable story, of a Jewish family
fleeing from Germany before the start of the Second World War.
Suppose your country began to change. Suppose that without your
noticing, it became dangerous for some people to live in Germany any
longer. Suppose you found, to your complete surprise, that your own
father was one of those people.
The Secret Garden – Frances Hodgson Burnett
When Mary Lennox is sent to Misselthwaite Manor to live with her
uncle, everybody says she is the most disagreeable-looking child ever
seen. It is true, too. Mary is pale, spoilt and quite contrary. But she is
also horribly lonely. Then one day she hears about a garden in the
grounds of the Manor that has been kept locked and hidden for years.

Clockwork - Philip Pullman
A tormented apprentice clock-maker, a deadly mechanical knight in
armour - and the sinister Dr Kalmenius, who some say is the devil ...
Wind up these characters, fit them into a story on a cold winter's
evening, with the snow swirling down, and suddenly life and the story
begin to merge in a peculiarly macabre - and unstoppable - way.

Rooftoppers – Katherine Rundell
Join plucky heroine Sophie, her eccentric guardian Charles, and her
intrepid orphan allies on the rooftops of Victorian Paris, as they
encounter suspense and adventure that will keep kids of all ages on the
edge of their seats right to the heartwarming end.

The Fastest Boy in the World – Elizabeth Laird
Eleven-year-old Solomon loves to run! The great athletes of the
Ethiopian national team are his heroes and he dreams that one day he
will be a gold-medal-winning athlete like them, in spite of his ragged
shorts and bare feet.

Ghost – Jason Reynolds
This first book in the four part Run series is a world class middle grade
story with all the witty tenderness of Louis Sachar and a whole lot of
heart, humour and edge-of-your-seat action.

Cogheart – Peter Bunzl
Lily's life is in mortal peril. Her father is missing and now silver-eyed
men stalk her through the shadows. What could they want from her?
With her friends, Lily is plunged into a murky and menacing world.
Too soon Lily realizes that those she holds dear may be the very ones
to break her heart.

Blackberry Blue – Jamila Gavin
Six magical stories to thrill and enchant you. Watch Blackberry Blue
rise from the bramble patch; follow Emeka the pathfinder on his
mission to save a lost king; join Princess Desire as she gallops across
the Milky Way on her jet-black horse.

The Wolves of Willoughby Chase – Joan Aiken
Long ago, at a time in history that never happened, England was
overrun with wolves. But as Bonnie and her cousin Sylvia discover, real
danger often lies closer to home. Their new governess, Miss Slighcarp,
doesn't seem at all nice. She shuts Bonnie in a cupboard, fires the
faithful servants and sends the cousins far away from Willoughby
Chase to a place they will never be found.

The Boy in the Tower – Polly Ho-Yen
Ade loves living at the top of a tower block. From his window, he feels
like he can see the whole world stretching out beneath him. His mum
doesn’t really like looking outside – but it’s going outside that she
hates. But one day, other tower blocks on the estate start falling down
around them and strange, menacing plants begin to appear.
.

The Tunnels Below – Nadine Wild-Palmer
On her twelfth birthday, the last thing Cecilia expected was to find
herself lost in a labyrinth of tunnels beneath London. Afraid, alone, but
determined, she sets to work on her escape, and soon realises that
perhaps there is a reason she and the mysterious marble her sister gave
her have ended up so far from home.
Wild Animals of the North – Dieter Braun
From the polar bears of the Arctic to the North American pumas and
pandas in Asia, Wild Animals of the North takes children on an exciting
journey of discovery. The stunning and accurate drawings show these
animals in all their natural majesty and the witty and charming
descriptions will teach children all about their new favourite animals!

The Island – Armin Greder
When the people of the Island discover a man and a tattered raft on
their beach, they are reluctant to take him in. He doesn't look like them.
But they cannot send him back to the sea where he will surely perish.
Instead, they put him aside but even that doesn't solve their problem.

No Ballet Shoes in Syria – Catherine Brunton
Aya is eleven years old and has just arrived in Britain, seeking asylum
from war in Syria. When Aya stumbles across a local ballet class, the
formidable dance teacher spots her exceptional talent and believes that
Aya has the potential to earn a prestigious ballet scholarship. But at the
same time, Aya and her family must fight to be allowed to remain in
the country.

Millions – Frank Cottrell Boyce
Two brothers, Damian and Anthony, are unwittingly caught up in a
train robbery during Britain's countdown to joining the Euro. Suddenly
finding themselves with a vast amount of cash, the boys have just one
glorious, appalling dilemma – how to spend it in the few days before it
becomes worthless.

My Brother is a Sperhero – David Solomons
Luke is a comic-mad eleven-year old who shares a treehouse with his
geeky older brother, Zack. Luke' s only mistake is to go for a wee right
at the wrong time. While he's gone, an alien gives his undeserving,
never-read-a-comic-in-his-life brother superpowers and then tells him
to save the universe.

Journey to Jo’burg – Belivery Naidoo
Frightened that their baby sister Dineo will die, thirteen-year-old Naledi
and her younger brother Tiro run away from their grandmother to
Johannesburg to find their mother, who works there as a maid. Their
journey illustrates at every turn the grim realities of apartheid - the
pass laws, bantustans, racism, the breakdown of family life.

Time Travelling with a Hamster – Ross Welford
For readers who loved Wonder and The Curious Incident of the Dog in
the Night-Time this extraordinary debut will make you laugh and cry.
On Al Chaudhury’s twelfth birthday his beloved Grandpa Byron gives
him a letter from Al’s late father. In it Al receives a mission: travel back
to 1984 in a secret time machine and save his father’s life.

Hidden Figures – Margot Lee Shetterly
In this beautifully illustrated picture book edition, we explore the story
of four female African American mathematicians at NASA, known as
"colored computers," and how they overcame gender and racial barriers
to succeed in a highly challenging STEM-based career.

Malala – Malala Yousafzai
Raised in a changing Pakistan by an enlightened father from a poor
background and a beautiful, illiterate mother, Malala was taught to
stand up for her beliefs. When terrorists took control of her region and
declared that girls were forbidden from going to school, Malala refused
to sacrifice her education. However, she nearly paid the ultimate price
for her courage when she was shot on her way home from school.

